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north-eastern, element is discernible in both their
religion and language. The sun-worship without
doubt was an essentially Semitic cult and was absolu-
tely foreign to the beliefs of the Neolithic Egyptians.
So also do their early language, mainly their verbs,
seem to have imbibed Semitic influences, apart from the
belief of the philologists that the ancient Egyptian was
a Semitic language. But certainly influences on re-
ligion and language can hardly determine the compo-
sition of a race, as both can be acquired.
Purity of race, as purity of culture, is a myth. It
may be that the ancient Egyptians also like other peo-
ple mingled their blood with neighbours and invaders.
The separate existence of the lands of the Upper and the
Lower Nile and their consequent welding into a single
nation lends colour to this supposition. It is possible
that the Semites entered the tube of Egypt from the top
north and the Hamites from the bottom south. But
these southerners were by no means negroes, not even
negroid. They came probably from the north-eastern
Africa and southern Arabia by way of the Upper Nile
and .Nubia, the usual way by which Egyptian caravans
journeyed to Punt throughout the period of the Old
Kingdom.
Legendary traditions credit Shemsu-Hor, 'followers
of Horus', to have marched from the Upper Nile and
conquered the Anu, the followers of Set, in the region
of the Lower Nile. This refers to the southern con-
quest of the north at a time much anterior to the rise
of the famous ruling dynasties of Egypt. Set was the
god of the northern people, the Libyan Semites of the
Delta, the Anu, while Horus, the skygod with his
emblem of the falcon, was worshipped by the southern
Egyptians. Hawk continued to be the .godly symbol
of authority of the ancient kings of united Egypt.
Who effected this conquest and union ol the Upper
and Lower Egypt no one can tell, but the legends